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COMMENT 
On the last paragraph of thexx. chap. of Revelation, 
with its connexions and coniext; 
By L. C. Topp. 
(Continued from page 212.) 
SECTION VY. : 

Verse 15—‘* And whosocver was not foundavritten 
in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Ob- 
serve, it is not literal fire which.would destroy their 
existence ; but they are to feel the special operations 
of divine power. All that vast part of mankind, who 
were not subjects of the first reformation ; who did 
not become acquainted with Jesus during the thou- 
sand years, and had never enjuyed spiritual and tmor- 
al life, must at that time feel the infiuence of God in 
his various means of subduing the heart. And while 
their minds shall be enlightened with divine truth, 
they must doubtless reflect upon their pasi tolly and 
ingratitude, with the deepest sorrow and keenest re- 
morse. This excruciating and lasling condemnation 
of mind is to be “their portion in tie lake of fire, 
which is the second death.” Their first death was 
“in trespasses and sins ;” and their second death is 
that retributive condemnation which is the just wa- 
ges of sin. This condemnation is often termed death 
in the scriptures. Ezekiel says, * Tie soul ihat sin- 
nethit shall die.” xvii. 4. Paul says, ** And so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have: sinned.” Rom. 
v.12. Also heseys, * Sin keth rsenednato death.” 
Nom. v. 21. Also, ** the wages of sia is death.” Rom. 
vi. 23. And again, “1 was alive without the law 
once; but wien the commandment came, sin revi- 
ved and I died.” Rom. vii. 9. This is the very death 
threatened and inflicted upon Adan on the day of 
transgression. But in addition to this conde.unation 
of mind, many other tremendous suiierings may be 
implied by the expression, the second death. At may 
refer togreat national and public calaruties, in that 
season of revolutions. Perhaps heavy judgments, 
like vengeance from heaven, may fall upon the chil- 
dren of iniquity. Even many of the proud cities 
which have been long polluted with idolatry and cor- 
ruption, may be swept away like Sodom and Gumor- 
rah, in torrents of lava or fire and brunstone. But 
the torments of the second death are not to be end- 
less, because, Ist. Hell, or the very elements of mis- 
erv seem to be destroyed in the lake ot fire; and we 
read of anew heaven and new earth alter the sec- 
ond death, but no new hell, and at is expressly de- 
clared that after this cvent there shall be no mure 
pain nor sorrow nor crying; and that God shall 
ewell with men, and they shall be his people. (See 
chap. xxi.) 2. Because, such cudiess misery would 
contradict the object of Christ’s mission which is the 
-alvation of all men. 3. Because, such endless mis- 
ery would contradict many plain declarations of in- 
spired truth; and we have often called on its advo- 
cates to explain such declarations, and prove their 
doctrine true, and they appear not to have courage 
enough to undertake it. 4.- Because, such endless 


torments would appear more like the work of an iniu- 
riated devil, than the work of a merciful God; and 
it never has been, and never can be reconciled with 
any idea we ought to entertain of Deity. 5. Be- 








cause, it would be infinitely unjust, as all the demer- 
it of the whole world together, would not compare 
with the extreme endless misery of one individual, 
as well as the point of the finest needle, would gom- 
pare with the massy earth! 6. Because, it.coald. 
be of nv use to God, angels, men, or devils; caine 
oaly be planned by ignorance, aud execute 
malice, and would be the climax of cruelty, the sac- 
rifice of a world, and the everlasting disgrace of 
heavoii. 

We are informed that om the subjects of the first 
resurrection, the secdfiddeath hath no power. Tivse 
who live umler ihe peculiar reign of Christ, and are 
the subjects of bis mural kingdom in the millenial 
state, are not tu suifer that severe condemnation nor 
those terrible judgments which shall fall upon the 
victins of the second death, who are not inducted 
into a knowledge of God, or written in the book of 
hfe, and are to be the subjects of the second great 
reformation. ’ 

It was also said of the members of the church of 
Smyrna, * Hie that overcometh shall not be bur! of 
the second death.” Rev. ii. 11. Mesning that such 
of the church as persevered ia good works, should 
not suifer that death, which is (ae condemnation of 
guilt. 

in the Sth verse of the 2ist chapter, affer Jobn 
has described the glorious events that shall follow th® 
second death, he recapitulates what hehad explained 
in the last of the 20th chapter, in the'> words, *: Bute» 
the fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable and 
murderers, and whoremvungers, and sorcerers, and 
idolators, and ali liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is 
the second death.” 

Yes, ail such characters, not a part of them, but 
all of them, that then exist on earth, must suffer the 
second death ; they must have their part in the lake 
of fire ; and I have explained above, what this fire is, 
and what its effects will be. Their part of this fire, 
will be sufficient to wean them from the love of sin; 
disannul theircovenant with death, and their agree- 
ment with hell; and make them bumble subjects of 
God’s moral kingdom. As says Paul, ‘* Every man’s 
work shall be made manifest, for the day shal! de- 
clare it. because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If 
aby man’s work shall be burned he shall suffer loss, 
but he himself shall be saved, yet so as by fire.”— 
1 Cor. il. 13—15. We will here read the 10th, 11th 
and 12th verses of the 3d of Matt. 

* And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth aot forth 
good fruit is hewa down, and cast into the fire. 

[The reason why they are hewn down is, that they 
do not bear good fruit; but when we consider the 
emblematic use of the fire, we shall conclude that 
they are not cast into it to be destroyed, but that they 
may be made to yield good fruit.} 

“I indeed baptize you with water unto repent- 
ance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than 
I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptize you wita the Holy Ghost and with fire. 

« Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, (the whuie world) and gather bis 
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wheat (the spirits of all men) into the garner: but 
he will burn up the chaff (the carnal propensities, 
which enthral our spirits like chaff upon the wheat) 
with unquenchabie fire.” 

Hence it is very plain, that, in scripture phraseolo- 
gy, the emblematic use of fire, is to denote the migh- 
ty operntions of God in destroying our carual nature, 
and preparing ns for the participation of purity and 
glory. All the wicked shall have ‘heir part in thts fire, 
and whatever painful sensations it may give them 
fora time, it will be the means of their purification 
and ultimate glory. Therefore, our text and many 
others, which have been supposed to consign mill- 

sions.to endless woe, when expluined in the clear hight 

“ sand bidle style, prove the reformation and 
happiness of all, to the jor of every benevolent heart, 
in heaven and earth, and the honor of God. 

In our text, which is near the end of the new tes- 
tament, we see all the wicked having their part in 


the refiner’s fire, that all the corruptible elements of 


the old creation may be destroyed, in order that the 
moral temple of Jehovah may rise in renovated beau- 
tv. and in all its glory fill the empire of intellectual 
being. This same refiner’s fire is mentioned in the 
end of the old testament.‘ For he is likea refiner’s 
fire and like fuller’s soap; and he shall sit as a refin- 
er and purifier of silver, and he shail purify the sons 
of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that thes 
mav offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” 
Mal. iii. 2,3. Also, * Behold the day cometh that 
‘shall burn as an oven; and a// the proud, yea, and 
all that do wickedly shall be stubble; and the day 
that cometh shall burn them up saith the Lord of hosts, 
that it shall leave them neither root nor branch.” 
Mal. iv..1. So, you see, they are to be burned up, 
thank God! ‘They are to be destroyed in a charac- 
teristic sense, so as no longer to exist in their former 
character. Their former sinful nature is to be de- 
‘stroyed by the divine fire, so that neither root nor 
branch of the proud or wicked sball remain in heay- 
co, earth orhell. But“ Every valley shall be exal- 
ted, and every mountain «nd hill shall be made low ; 
the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places plain; and the glory of the Lord shall be re- 
vealed, and all flesh shali see it together.” Isaiah 
xl. 4, 5. 

You will observe that the words rendered death 
and hell, literally signify death and a state of death, 
or the extinction of natural life, and the general 
state of all after the extinction of life; but in our 
text, these words are used figuratively. Death sig- 


nifics an extinction of moral sease, and a corruption | 


of taste and disposition ; and hel/ signifies the condi- 


tion of the soul thus vitiated and mourally dead. This | 


is the peculiar figurative meaning of those words in 
our text. You will also observe that when the ele- 
ments of moral death are cast into the lake of fire, 
the sufferings produced in the event are called a sec- 
ond death ; and it these sufferings were to be pro- 
longed to eternity, this state of suffering might be 
called a second he/l ; but the first death is of such a 
nature as to leave a death state after it; and the 
second is of such a nature as to leave a state of life 
after it instead of death. Thereforea hell, or staie 
of death, stands connected with the first death, and 
they are both cast into the fire; but no hell or state 
of death is. connected with the second death, and in- 
stead of that, there is a new heaven and new earth, 
no more pain, sorrow, or death, and all things made 
new. 

But to conclude. When this great white throne 
appears, all despotism falls; all spurious and idola- 
trou: worship flees away ; the books are opened; the 
boundless fields of science are explored, the gospel 
of life falls in accents of mercy upon every ear; 





the millions of the morally dead ari-c ; eterna! truth 
blazes abroad; the power of the Omnipotent sweeps 
the earth of its crimes and woes: tien the vew heavy- 
en aud earth appear ; ihe holy city of peace descends 
from heaven; Goud dyvells with mep, and they are 
his people; dezth is no more; survows and pains ex- 
pire, and beams of Jigiit and love dry every eye. 
Brethren of mankird—do we not rejoice that these 
years secmioapproximate? Look back aicw cen- 
turies—sce there the world wrapped in darkness— 
see generations chained to the footstcol of monar- 
chy—see supers itien, Clad in the terror of bell, sway 
her pale scepire over prostrate kingdoms. Ard see 
| bigotry, con wings of smoke and flame,- moving 
, through the nations, to seatter disorder and drink 
‘their blood. Now a day of toleration and liberality 
dawns—So with gledened and thankful hearts, letall 
respond, Amen. : 
THE COPFEER-HOUSE OF SURAT: 
. AN GRIENTAL APOGLOGUF. 
From Etudes de la Nature, par M. de St. Prerre, 
In the city of Surat, was a Coffee-house, 
to which persons of various countries resorted. 
One day a Persian seider, or doctor ot the law, 
entered the room. ‘This man had employed 
his whole lite in theological discussions, and 
yet believed no longer in the existence of a 
Deity. “What is God?” said he, * whence 
does he come? From whom does he derive 
is origin? In what part of the universe does 
he exist? [fhe were a corporeal being, we 
should see him; if a spiritual existence, he 
would be intelligent and just, and would not 
permit his rational creatures to be unhappy.— 
I, for instance, alter having been so much devot- 
edto his service, should have been the high 
priest at Ispahan, instead cf being compelied 
to abandon Persia, alter having endeavored 
toenlighten my countrymen. It isevident then, 
that there is no God,”—Thus was this doctor 
bewildered by Jhis ambition. By perpetually 
reascning on the first cause of all things, he 
had, at last actually lost bis understanding ; 
insomuch, that he took it into his head, that it 
was not his own reason of which he was de- 
prived, but thatthe intelligence by which the 
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universe is governed, no longer existed. 

This doctor had i: slave, a Caffiee, almost na- 
ked, whom he left at the door of the coffee 
house. He himself sat down on a sofa, and 
took acup ofopium. When this portion had 
begun to operate on his brain, he thus address- 
ed his slave, who was sitting on a stone in the 
sunshine, and busy in driving away the flies 
that tormented him: “Thou wretched negro, 
dost thou believe there is a God??? “Who 
can doubt it?” answered the slave: and instant- 
ly taking a little wooden monkey from the rag- 
ged piece of cotton that covered his waist, 
“here said he, is the God who has protected me 
ever since I was born. It is made of a branch 
of the fetiche tree,* that grows in my country.” 


Feticke is the name given in Africa, to tke divin!- 
ties of the country, one of whom is supposed to pre- 
side over a whole province, and one over every fam- 
ily. ‘This idol is made of a particular tree, on whic 


_ is carved the head of an ape, a bird, or any such thing 


all | as fancy may suggest. 
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The company in the coffee-room were not less there were Abyssinian Christians, Cophts, Tar- 
astonished at the answer of the slave, than at) tarian Lamas, Arabian Ishmaelites, and Gue- 


the question of his master. 


| bres, or worshippers of fire. 


These were all 


* ‘Thou poor ideot!” said a bramin, shrug- | disputing on the nature of God and of the wor- 
ging his shoulders,“ What! dost thou carry | ship due to him 3 each insisting, that the only 


thy god in thy girdle ¢ 


other God than Brama, who created the world, | 


Know, that there is no | true religion was that of his own country. 


in the coffee-room was a learned Chinese, a 


and whose temples ave on the banks of the | disciple of Confucius, who was travelling for 


Ganges. 


The bramins only are his priests ;) the acquisition of knowledge. He sat, drinking 


and it is by his particular protection that they , tea in a corner of the room, attending in silence 
have been preserved 120,000 years, amid ali | tothe dispute. The Turkish eustom-house of- 


the revolutions of India.” 
rupted by a Jewish courtier, who asked, * How 
can the bramins believe that God has no tem- 
ples but in India, and that he exists for their 
cast only ¢ Tiere is no other God than the 
God of Abraham, and he has no people but the 
people of Israel. He still preserves them, ai- 
though dispersed over the whole earth 5; and he 
will continue to preserve them tll that happy 
period, when he is to restore Jerusalem to them, 
give them dominion over all nations, and re- 
establish their temple, once the wonder of the 
world.” In uttering these words, the Israelite 
shed some tears. He was proceeding, when an 
Italian, in a blue robe, angrily said,“ You give 
a very injurious representation of God, in as- 
serting that the Israelites only are the objects 
of his favor. He rejected them seventeen hun- 
dred years ago; which is evident from their 
present dispersion. He now invites all men 
into the pale of the church of Rome,. out of 
which there is no salvation.”—A_ protestant 
minister, of the Danish mission at ‘Tranquebar, 
changing countenance, here addressed the cath- 
olic priest: “ How can you thus exclude all 
from salvation, but the members of your idola- 
trous communion? Learn, that none can be 
saved, but those who, as the disciples of Jesus, 
and in conformity to his gospel, worship God 
in spirit and in truth.”—Then a Turk, a cus- 
tom-house officer at Surat, who was smoking 
his pipe, said to the two Christians, with a very 
grave countenance, “ Fathers, why do you con- 
fine the knowledge of God to your churches ¢ 
The law of Jesus has been abolished ever since 
the divine mission of Mahomet, the comforter 
foretold by that very Jesus, the, word of God. 
Your religion exists in a few kingdoms only ; 
ours has been erected on its ruins in the finest 
countries of Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Isles. 
It is now seated on the throne of the great mo- 
gul, and has penetrated even into China, that 
country of knowledge. You perceive your- 
selves the reprobation of the Jews, in their pres- 
ent humiliation; behold the mission of the 
prophet in his victories. None can be saved 
but the friends of Mahomet and Owar; for as 
to the disciples of Ali, they are infidels.”—At 
these words, the seider, who was a native of 
Persia, where the people are universally of the 
sect of Ali, affected to smile, But this theolo- 
gical conversation, among persons of such dif- 
ferent nations and religions, produced a great 
‘Juarrel ; for besides those already mentioned, 





Here he was inter-| ficer, accosting this Chinese with great velie- 


mence, said, “ My good silent Chinese, you 
know that many religions have found their way 
into China. ‘The merchants of your country, 
who have had occasion for my services, have 
in fact told me so, in assuring me, that of all 
these religions, that of Mahomet is the best.— 
Be as ingenuous and just as they have been.— 
What is your opinien of God, and the religion 
of our prophet?” There was now an univer- 
sal silence, the disciple of Confucius concealing 
his hauds in his long sleeves, and placing them 
cruss-wise on his breast, paused for some mo- 
ments, and then addressed the company ina 
mild and deliberate voice :—* Gentlemen, if 
you permit me to speak my opinion with trank- 
ness, } must observe, that ambition is univer- 
sally the cause of the disagreements among 
mankind. I will relate an instance of this, 
which is still fresh in my memory. WhenI 
left China, I went on board an English ship, 
which had been rourd the world, In our voy- 
age to this place, we came to anchor on the 
eastern coast of Sumatra, At noon, having 
landed with many of the crew, we sat down 
under some cocoa trees, betweeu a small vil- 
lage and the sea-shore. Under the shade of 
these trees, many persons, of different countries, 
were reposing. To this spot came a blind man, 
who had lost his sight by contemplating the 
sun. He had the foolish ambition of under- 
standing the nature of that great luminary, with 
the selfish view of appropriating its glorious 
light to himself. He had tried all the methods 
of optics, chemistry, and even of magic, in or- 
der to enclose one of its rays in a bottle. 

All his efforts being unsuccessful, he gravely 
said, “‘ The light of the sun is nota fluid; for it 
cannot be agitated by the wind. It is not a sol- 
id; for itis impossible to separate a single par- 
ticle from it. It consists not of fire; for it is 
not to be extinguished in water. It is not a 
spirit; for it is visible. [tis not a body; for 
it cannot be felt. Jthas not even a locomotive 
power 3 for it does not agitate the lightest bod- 
ies. It is evident!y therefore, a non-entity.”— 
In fine, this philosopher, by incessantly con- 
templating the sun, and reasoning upon its 
light, had lost his eyes, and what is worse, his 
understanding. He imagined, rot that his sight 
was lost, but that the sun no longer existed.— 
His conductor was a negro, who, having seat- 
ed his master under a cocoa tree, took up one 
of its nuts from the ground, and began te make 
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alemp of its shell, a wick of its rough filaments, 
and to extract from its kernel a little oil for his 
lamp. While the negro was thus employed, 
the blind man, sighing, said to him: * There 
is no longer then any light in the world ?’— 
* ‘Lhere is the light of the sun,” answered the 
negro. ‘ What is the sun ?” replied the blind 
man. “I know no more of it,” returned the 
slave, “ than that its rising is the beginning of 
my labor, and its setting the end of it. The 
light of the sun is of less consequence to me 
than that of my lamp, which enlightens my cot- 
tage, and without which [ could not serve yeu 
in the night.” ‘Then taking up his lamp, “This,” 
said he, “is my sun.” At this conversation, 
oue of the villagers, whe walked with crutches, 
began to laughs; and supposing that the blind 
man had been bern so, he said to him, “ Know 
that the sun is a globe of fire, which rises eve- 
ry day in the sea, and sets each evening in the 
west in the' mountains of Sumatra. This you 
would see as well as all of us, if you had the 
enjoyment of sight.”-—-A fisherman then said, 
“It is very evident that you have never been 
out of your village. If you had legs, and were 
to make the tour of the island of Sumatra, you 
would find that the sun does not set in these 
mountains, but that it leaves the sea every 
morning, ard returns to it in the evening to 
refresh itself. I constantly see this myself, on 
whatever part of the coast I may be fishing.” 
An inhabitant of the pevinsula of India then 
said to the fisherman, “ ts it possible that any 
man endued with common sense, can imagine 
the sun to be a globe of fire, that it leaves the 
sea every (lay, and returns in the evening to be 
extinguished ? You are to know, then, that 
the sun is a divinity of my country, who tra- 
verses the heaveus every day in his chariot, ma- 


king a circuit round the golden mountain of 


Merouwa; and when he is eclipsed, he is swal- 
lowed up by the serpents Ragou and Ketou, 


from which he is delivered by the prayers of 
It is | 


the Indians on the banks of the Ganges. 
a very ridiculous ptide in an inhabitant of Su- 
matra, to suppose that the sun shines only on the 
horizon of his island. Such an idea could never 
enter into the head of a man who had navigated 
any thing larger than a canoe.” <A Lascar, 
the master of a coasting vessel then at anchor, 
here observed, that it was still a more ridicu- 
lous pride to believe that the sun preferred In- 
dia to every other ceuntry. “I have made 
several voyages,” continued he, “in the Red 
Sea, on the coast of Arabia, to Madagascar, and 
to the Molucca @nd Phillippine Islands ; and I 
know that the sun illumines all these countries 
as well as India. He makes no circuit round 
a mountain ; but he rises in the isles of Japan, 
which, on that account, are called Jepon or Ge- 
puen, which signifies the birth of the san, and 


ceeding, when one of our crew interrapted him. 
“There is not a country,” said he, “ in which 
the course of the sun is better known than in 
England. I can inform you, then, that it rises 
and sets no where. It constantly makes the 
circuit of the earth. Iam very certain of this; 
for we are just returned from a circuit round 
the globe, and we met the sun every where.” 
Then taking a stick from one of his auditors, 
he traced acirc'e on the sand ; and endeavor- 
ed to shew the course of the sun from tropic to 
tropic; but being unable to explain himself, he 
appealed to the pilot of his own ship for the 
truth of his assertion. The pilot was a sensi- 
ble man, who had attended in silence to the 
dispute ; but when he saw the whole company 
were attentively waiting for his opinion, he thus 
addressed them: * My friends, you are mutn- 
ally deceiving each other. ‘The sun does not 
turn round the earth; on the contrary, the 
earth turns round the sun, presenting to it, eve- 
ry twenty-four hours, the isles of Japan, the 
Moluccas, Sumatra, Africa, Lurope, and many 
other countries. It does not shine for a single 
mountain only, for an island, a horizon, an 
ocean, or even for the whole earth ; but it is 
the centre of the universe, wheuce it enlightens, 
not only the earth, but five oiher planets, some 





‘tained in a shell ? 


of which are much larger than the earth itsel: 
‘and at a far greater distance from the sun.— 
| Such, for instance, is the planet Saturn, 30,000 
leagues in diameter, and distant from the sun 
| 285 millions of leagues; not to mention their 
‘attendant moons, which reflect the solar light 
to the most distant planets. You would each 
have an idea of these sublime truths, were you 
‘to take a nocturnal view of the heavens ; and 

if you did not foster the siliy pride of believing, 
‘that the sun was made for a single couniry on- 
ly.” Thus spoke, to the great astonishment of 
‘his auditors, the pilot who had made a voyage 
round the world, and attentively observed the 
heavens. 

“It is the same,” added the disciple of Con- 
fucius, “ with God as with the san. Every 
man believes, that he exclusively possesses the 
Deity, in his own chapel, or, at least, in his own 
country. All nations imagine, that in their re- 
spective temples, they inclose that glorious be- 
ing whom the visible uviverse cannot contain. 
But is there a temple comparabie to that which 
; God himself hath erected, to colleet all men, as 
it weré, in one communion? All the temples 

of the earth are but imitations of the universal! 
; temple of nature. In the greatest part of them, 
| we find piaces for absolution, and vases of holy 
water, columas, cupolas, lamps, statues, inscrip- 
tions, books of the law, sacrifices, altars and 
priests. But in what temple is there a sacred 
vessel so capacious as the sea, which is not con 
Columns so noble as those 





he sets far to the west, behind the British isles. | of the trees of the forest, or of the orchards, 


Iam certain of this, for I was told so, when a 
boy, by my grand-father, who had sailed to the 


‘Joaded with frait? A cupola so sublime as tne 
‘firmament? ora lamp so resplendent as the 
very extremities of the ocean.”—He was pro-isun? Where can we behold statuesso interest- 
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ing, as a number of rational beings who mutu- 
ally love, and aid, and hold converse with each 
other? Inscriptions more intelligible or more 
devout than the bounties of nature? A book 
of the law so universal as the love of God, re- 
sulting from a grateful sense of his goodness ; 
or as the Jove ef our fellow creatures, so intim- 
ately connected with our own welfare. Sacri- 
fices more affecting than hymns of praise to the 
universal parent and benefactor of all; or than 
the tender sensasions with which we regard 
those, with whom it is our duty to participate 
in all the blessings of existence? In a word, 
an altar so sacred as the heart of the good man, 
_ of which God himself is the priest ? Thus, the 
more exalted the idea which man entertains of 
the omnipotence of God, the better will he be- 
come acquainted with him; and the greater 
the degree of indulgence with which he treats 
his brethren of mankind, the more will he imi- 
tate his goodness. Let not him then who en- 


evidence, that the sous had ever been perverse, wil- 
ful, indolent, and disobedient to his instructions. — 
He had indeed, contrived ways and means to enable 
them to pay their honest debts by honest and profiia- 
ble industry : in fact, he bad tciled in the mght to 
assist them, and had spared no pains to procure an 
honest livelihood. Now, we willsum up this mat- 
ter, and learn the eflect of universalisin. The old man 
has been, according to Mr. Fillmore’s statement, a 
Universalist for twenty years, and his doctrine in- 
clined him to keep his feet from evil and his hands 
from shedding blood! I[t is true that his children were 
not religou-ly instructed—and for this very good rea- 
son, because they would not listen to the instructions 
of their father. They despised his counsel and his 
reproof—rejected his doctrine, and were led thereby 
to disgrace and ruin! 

That the old map may have erred in educating his 
children we will not deny,—but his fault may with 
propriety be considered 4s owing more to ihe head 
than theheart. For he frequentiy tried to instil into 
their minds those virtuous principles that he knew 
would promote their welare. But they only inelin- 
ed, at times towards universalism, and their awful 
fate was the consequence of gowg no farther in the 























acquainted with their religious views, unites wiih 
Mr. Searl in his opipion. So that, from the best 
proof obtainable im any case, we are able to show 
that they were by no means influenced by the doc- 
(rine of universalism! We ask not to have the pub- 
lic believe us only ;—we produce the best of evi- 
denace—even that of our opposers in sentiment, to 
show that the three murderers above menuvuned, 
were ip fact methodists or sumething else besides U- 
niversalists. 

But what are we to understand by the words * in- 
clining to Universalism?” Aas. Desiring to have the 





joys the light of the Deity, diffused throughout | way to which they “inclined!” 
the universe, despise the superstitious man, who | The writer ofthis article can attest to che fact that 
perceives only a small ray of it in an idol, nor | the three sons were never beheversin a single distin- 
even the atheist, who is totally deprived of it ; | guishing point of the universalist taith. They uni- 
jest, asa punishment of his pride, he meet with | formly professed a contrary doctrine, and we cap 
tic fate of this philosopher, who, wishing to | — me that ei ney age = knew bag ng 
. . , and that his assertion to the contrary was net true. 
engross the light of the sur, became blind, and | But it shall not rest on our Pasty 
was reduced to submit to the guidance of a poor Mr. Searl, the episcopalian clergyman of this vil- 
negro and his lamp.” _ lage, was called upor to visit the prisuners a few day: 
Thus spoke the disciple of Confucius ; and | previous to their execution, and attended them con- 
the whole company in the coffee-house, who had stantly for some days. He became well acquainted 
been disputing concerning the excellence of their | ee ee my ™ sire bn Pann 
‘ > aca nl } : i 5 age ; 
er religions, « mused in silence on | facts they rte even “inclined to universalism !” 
what had fallen trom his lips. | Nelson, in a particular manuer, uatiormly advocated 
‘the Methodist doctrine, and the oihers were equally 
THE MONITOR. ' far from believing any thing like universalism. Mrs. 
| Hoyt, also, an episcopalian in faith and a candidate 
* Open rebuke is beter than secret love.”—Proverbs , for that cominunion, visited them often, conversed 
| freely with them upon these subjects, and becaie 
A HINT TO MR. FILLMORE, 
lt will be remembered that Mr. F. stated at the | 
execution of Nelson, Israel, and Isaac Thaver, that | 
they had formerly “iNCLINED TO UNIVER- 
SALISM,” and that their father, Israel Thayer, sen. | 
ad been a Universalist for twenty years! Now al- 
though it is well known that the above mentioned 
statements were not true, yet we are inclined for the 
sake uf argument to admit them. Even Mr. Fill- 
raore had uot the hardihood to assert that the young 
men ever approached any nearer to Universalism 
than merely to incline that way. But the old gen- 
(leman was represented as a real believer in that 
doctrine. So far so good. What next? Why, the; 
three sons who “inclined to Universalism.” Bend, 
tried for the murder of John Love, found guilty and | 
tung! ‘Thus ends that part of the story. 
The next thiug to which we would call the atten- 
tion of “* Elder” Mr. Fillmore and his friends, is the 
oase of the old man. He received his trial at the 
Circuit Court held in this village last week, on an 
indictment for the same offence, and vas acquitted ! ! 
The Judge, in his charge to the jury, gave it as his 
vpinion, that every circumstance against the prison- 
er was satisfactorily explained. Indeed, his inno- 
cence appeared in the clearest light; and for aught 
that appears, he has ever been a kind, industrious 
father, but perhaps in some instances too indulgent 
and too neglectful of his children, It appeared in 





doctrine true, The Thayers then, if what Mr. F. 
stated be true, desired to have the ductrine true but 
never believed it! Just so wich Mr. Fillmore anc 
thousands besides. He desires and prays that it may 
prove true at last, but he dues not believe it, neither 
did the Thayers!! Weadvise Mr. F. therefore, to 
believe it as soon as possible, lest he should add te 
his former sins the crime of MURDER! 





THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY REVEALED. 
© He that hath ears to hear, let him hear..—Scrip. 


The reader will find in this paper an extract from 
the Cayuga Patriot, followed by an infamous “+ C1r- 
CULAR,” which las probably been secretly circula- 
ted among a certain class of our citizens for the 
worst of purposes. This offspring of clerical artifice 
will doubtless surprise many an honest American. 
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bui we have too long been prepared for the eveni to 
be either surprised oy astonisiied. We have seen, 
and beard, and Anown too much about that intolerant, 
ungodly and domineering spirit, whick bas prevailed 
in ihe hearts, and been manifest in the conduct of 
the popular clergy and nominally orthodox, not to 
be prepared for adevelopemert of the most nefarious 
designs against the peace and happiness of these U- 
nited States. “Their plans have been wiscly laid, 
their exertions have been charaeterised by the most 
uoblusbing and assiduous yj erseverance; and when 


defeated in one ineasure, they have resorted to oth- ; 


ers with unimpaired confidence in the hope of suc- 
cess, as if nothing but tle arm of omnipotence, nade 
bare in defence of our civil and religious liberty 
could baffle their ungodly zeal, and put an effectual 
stop to their unholy policy. We do not expect that 
our feeble voice will be beard or regarded by the 
multitude, nor will all the friends of Ged and man, 
who at heart desire the perpetuation of our peace be 
wrought upon by our exertions, but we cherish the 
ford hope, thata few, at least, wilt Le admonished to 
prepare to do their duty! 


safety—will extol the permanency of our republic— | 


will chant the requiem to departed ‘anger, while at 
the same time their devotions at the shrine of our na- 
tional greatness, will be mixed with fear of some 


clerical dignitary. who, perhays, holds concealed un- | 


der his sacerdotal garments, a chain for our conscien- 
ces, and a goad for our backs! But, if we mstake 
not, a few years will take from before the faces of 
our honest and unsuspecting citizens, the veil, which 
sow obscures the dark designs ofa portion of our 
population. It needs not the spirit of prophecy, to 
convince the candid and experienced mind, that a 
secret influence, which is now held by a_few over the 
minds and interests of many, will ripen into a bold and 
overbearing dominion. Let facts spealx for thern- 
selves. 

The press, is considered the safe-guard of our Jib- 
ertv: we hear it frequently declared that so long as 
liberty of tbe press is maintained no serious evils can 
befall our nation. Weadmii the fact. But where, 
we ask, is this boasted liberty? Where are periodi- 
cal papers which are free? Many hundred weekly 
newspapers are published in our country, and to 
them the mass of our population look for information ; 
but how great a proportion of these publications are 
free? We venture to say, that one in fifty cannot be 
found that dare call in question the holiness (may we 
not add infallibility 7) of the popular clergy! One 
* fact speaks volumes. At the last session of our le- 
gislature, the despicable plans of the N. Y. Tract 
Society were remonstrated against, and a report u- 
nanimously adopted by the Senate, censuring the 
tool of priestcraft, the Secretary of State, tor his en- 
deavors to introduce into our common schools their 
pestiferous tracts. But was this report circulated 
among the mass of the people throagh the medium of 
our newspapers? NO. Not more than three or 
four papers in the state of New-York have dared to 
hand that able document to their patrons! Neither 
of the editors at Albany dared say aword. The On- 
tario Messenger, published at Cavandaigua, had the 
honor of fiist giving it publicity. Since then a few 
papers have copied it, and not one out of fifty of our 
citizens Lave ever known that such a report existed 
under heaven. Why is itso? But one answer can 
be given. Our free presses, are so far under the in- 
fluence of clerical dignitaries, that they dare not 
proclaim the truth. Their snastcis yyould be displea- 
sed were they to declare their defeat, and therefore 
they are silent! That their silence is not occasioned 
by any veneration of the plans or religious opinions 


No ;—hundreds, perhaps, | 
who read this, will yet, prefer to sing the song of cur| 


of their oppressurs, 1s evident, for they inwardly hate 
them; but so much the worse; for their conduct e- 
vinces the extent oftheir bondage. Itis the tempo 
ral influence of the clergy which they fear! they 
see it, they hear it, they groan under at, and their 
forced obedience is irksome in the ex'reme. 

We hope and pray, that, since a few independent 

editors bave taken a stand and erected their stand- 
ard, more will be found to support them. But should 
the present state of things continue to exist for any 
length oftime, we may prepare our necks for the 
yoke of bondage, and say our Jast prayer for tempo 
| ral and spiritual deliverance. 
; It is time, therefore, that something was done by 
| the friends of our country. The evil should be nip- 
ped in the bud, if it be not already too Jate. Bounds 
should be set, beyond which: the clergy should not 
pass, and every step towards any other distinctions 
than those to which their humility may entitle them, 
should be perseveringly opposed by the united voices 
of all true Americans. 











We are happy to hear that our brother Henry 
| Roberts, has received and accepted an invitation 
‘from the society ia the towns of Bloomfield, Lima, 
and Mendon, tu Jaborin the gospel ministry aad to 
suffer reproach for trusting in, and advocating the 
cause of that God who is the Saviour of all men.— 
Our prayer to beaven is, that his labors may be a- 
bundantly blessed and approved by the Lord of the 
vineyard. 





FROM THE CAYUGA PATRIOT. 


CURIOUS CIRCULAR. 
LAW AND RELIGION—CHURCH AND STATE. 

The following curious circular we received through 
the medium of the Post-Office, from Albany. Al- 
though this communication was intended to be se- 
cretly circulated, among such only as * have similar 
views,” and * the circulation of it has been limited,” 
yet, as We have acopy in our possession, and as we 
have been calculated nj on by respected friends in 
other parts of the state, to come out in this case in de- 
fence of civiland religicus liberty, we deem it our 
puTy to publish it, that the whole body of the people 
may be aware of asecret and most foul conspiracy, 
to raise up a religious oligarchy, and gradually, to 
advance a state of things, which must essentialls 
change the nature and principles of our govern- 
ment. 

As the editor of a political newspaper, we have 
never interfered in religious matters, whiist religion 
kept within its proper bounds; and we pledge our- 
selves that we will never so interfere, from motives of 
friendsbip or hostility, to this or that religious scct or 
denomination, nor in any case, except when we cob- 
ceive that some grand principle of public liberty is 
put in jeopardy by those who labor to aggrandize 
themselves and their order. at the expense of every 
thing dear to American citizens. But when circum- 
stances require, regardless of personal consequences 
to ourselves. we shall breast the shock of infuriate 
zeal, strip the hypocrite of his assumed garb, and 
sound a tocsin of alarm, which will rouse to action 
the sleeping energies of the people. 

We see pretences indirectly set up, similar to 
those advanced by the French government and the 
Spanish clergy, previous to the invasion of Spain for 
the overthrow of the constitutional government.— 
By telling us of the hurtful influence of disaffected 
clergymen during the late war, and of the blessed 
effects “‘ when wars and troubles come,” of having 
“the moral and religious influence of so respectable 





























an order as 2 faithful and united ecclesiastical body,” 


exerted in preaching the doctrines of passive obe- 
dience to the government that pays them, weare giv- 
en negatively and indirectly, but pretty clearly, to 
understand that unless church and state are connect- 
ed and the clergy provided for by government, their 
‘¢inflnence” will be directed in conjunction with the 
bayonets of the holy alliance, to ruin our fair country 
and overthrow our hberties, and bring upon us all 
the evils of Spanish poverty, slavery and religiou: 
bigotry. 

The writer intimates plainly enough, that we are 
to have a kind of inquisition with the new order of 
things, by telling us those whom the national estab- 
lishment may accuse of * infidelity” are to be ‘* borne 
down and averpowered” by ‘* numerical force,” and 
that it will be the ** business of government,” to pro- 
duce unanimity and concord both in our civil and re- 
ligious institutions. 

Whether this circular is the work of some religious 
order, or of the emissaries of the holy alliance, and 
whether the attempt to introduce religious tracts into 
our common schools on the authority of government 
was intended to pave the way fora union of church 
and state; and also how far the petitions for closing 
the canal locks and stopping the stages and steam- 
boats on the Sabbath, were intended to bring the 
legislature under the influence of ‘he clergy, and fa- 
miliarize the people to legislation in matters of relig- 
ion—by this insiduous circular the reader may judge 
as wellaswe. We here place it before the public; 
we have discharged our duty , it belongs to our bro- 
ther editors, and to the people to discharge theirs. 

CIRCULAR. 

‘* The present aspect of the times furnishes to an 
attentive observer, a clear presentiment of the ap- 
proaching state of the religious world. Who would 
have believed, even twenty years since, that Presby- 
terians, Episcopalians, Bar tists, Methodists, Xc. 
would have joined to deliberate at this day, on the 
hest plan for propagating Christian knowledge, and 
of forming Bible Missionary aad Tract Societies. 

A spirit of Brotherly love and concord is more and 
more ruling and reigning in the hearts of our coun- 
trymen. Theological Seminaries, Bible, Missionary 
and Tract Sccieties, which are every where increas- 
ing, have produced and extended religious impres- 
sions, generally, and awakened Christian zeal and 
research every wherc, under a well-founded prospect 
that increased blessings will flow from the multipli- 
cation of all and particularly the latter, by the es- 
tablishment of a National Tract Society at New-York, 
under the united care and superintendence of the 
most distinguished clergy of various denominations. 

It is by these means, we see sv many of our first 
men becoming converts more and more to the Chris- 
tian faith, and devoted to the interest of Bible, Mis- 
sionary and Tract Socielies. At the seat of gene- 
ral Government we see Corgress electing Chap- 
lains in rotation, tooffer up prayers for the success 
of their deliberations. While we wiiness such con- 
cert among the higher orders of society, as to relig- 
ious worship, with a favorable disposition to the dis- 
tribution of religious tracts, properly composed, we 
have good right to conclude, it will issue in a wise 
National Creed, and that the most pious and enlight- 
ened men in our country will see the impropriety of 
sending out Missionaries and Divines to preach the 
word of Life, with discordant and conflicting views. 

This pious unanimity and zeal will be apt to pro- 
duce its own temporal reward. See the want of it 
in the late war, when the influence of many disaffect- 
ed Clergymen was powerfully and successfully ex- 
erted to paralyze the energy and operations of gov- 
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joy the benefits which their religious labors might 
confer upon their country. 

By enlisting moral and religious, and consequent- 
ly numerical force in the cause of Religion, all the op- 
position of infidelity will be borne down and overpow- 
ered. Until those collisions and conflicts of opinion, 
growing out of the same christian belief shall be an- 
nibilated or greatly abated, our country in times of 
distress and danger, may be divided and distracted 
by religious feuds and quarrels. The business of 
government, ought, as muchas possible, and may be 
practicable to preduce unanimity and concord, both 
in our civil and religious institutions. 

As sure as the for¢e of circumstances produces or- 
der and system in the world, and as sure as there is 
a tendency and gravitation in natural and physical 
bodies towards each other, so sure, in the moral and 
religious world, will the lesser bodies or sects be at- 
tached to the largest. Among refractory and apos- 
tate spirits, opposition may be expected, but it will 
be made to yield to the power and influence of evan- 
gelical truth. 

A reference to the state of christianity in Eng/and, 
furnishes an ample solution to this position. A great 
majority of the people there are reconciled to the es- 
tablished order, and unite in giving their support to 
the State. I donot say this because I am an Epis- 
copalian, for lam not; but to force the necessity of 
unanimity in the prevailing religion of the state ; or 
to make it National in its form, tendency and opera- 
tion; since that may be considered orthodor, which 
has the most adherents, whoare made so by birth, edu- 
cation or accident ; as each sect pretends from scrip- 
ture, to derive proof ofitssystem. It is the force of 
circumstances we have been speaking of, which has 
produced the Established Religion of England—the 
choice ofits people, and which is necessary to its 
peace—the security of its government, and strength 
of the nation. 

What a henefictal influence would it have on public 
sentiment and feeling, if the index of its characcer 
should be distinguished by a more national costume, 
which would be solemn and imposing, and such as 
would secure to the sucerdotal character, that rever- 
ence which which is duc to it. The emblems of worship, 
properly prepared and arranged, and approved of by 
a majority of the nation might be made to eorrespond 
with it in other respects. Will it be believed, that 
thus qualified; any of the leading sects of this coun- 
try would repel the sanction of government ii offered 
them? Are the professors of worship in England to 
be, and would those in this country, preferring a dif- 
ferent mode, be consigned to perdition for differing 
from each other. 

From what has been said we may naturally con- 
clude, that azealous co-operation among the most 
respectable religious sects in our country, is tending 
toa consolidation, in the principles, doctrines, and 
forms of worship, so desirable to every true christian, 
and which may eventually bring about a convention- 
al arrangement as toa settled form. These anticipa- 
tions may be further realized, in securing from Con- 
gress an appropriation of a portion of the public 
lands, to a limited, yet sufficient number of the clergy, 
and for a well defined course of education. ‘ 

Is it not well to provide guards and securities, in 
time, against those innovations and convulsions, which 
may endanger our social state? When wars and 
troubles come, is it nothing to know the moral and 
religious influence of so respectable an order, as a 
faithful and ecclesiastical body will be exerted, 
where its interest and duty dictate, in explaining and 
inculeating the duties,” in conciliating the feelings. 
and uniting the energies of a country against a com- 
mon enemy? And whatinsuch an event, can tend 
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so much to strengthen the arms of Government, and 
draw them to each other, as to compensate the la- 
bors of religious servants faithfully devoted to its 
views? In thé sunshine when no perplexities assail us, 
we are not tocalculate upon an unchangeable state 
of things. The progress of events which are fast 
transpiring and developing themselves, furnish the 
best comment on the writer’s views. They are plain- 
ly disclosed in declaring the object of this circular to 
be, the ggand amalgamation of all religious sects and 
parties.” 

Asa rebut to the foregoing illegitimate, weak- 
minded, and fanatical circular, we publish the fol- 
lowing extract from an address, delivered at Pitts- 
field, Mass. on the commemoration of American In- 
dependence, by Rev. John Leland, one of the oldest 
and most influential Baptist ministers in this country. 

«¢ One thing remains undone in this Commonwealth, 
viz. to place religion on its proper footing. Before 
the revolution, many of the colunies had religious es- 
tablishments among them. Rhode Island, New- 
York and Pennsylvania hed none. During the war 
or since its close, all the old states have altered their 
constitutions and revised their laws, to place retig- 
ion where it ought to be, except Mass. All the new 
states that have been formed since the revolution, 
have left religion to stand on its own merils. 

* Instead of the second and third articles of our de- 
claration of rights, if something like the following 
was inserted, it would be highly gratifying, to one at 
least—I believe ts many tliousands. 

‘“¢‘ The legislature have no right, and shall assume 

no power, to establish any religion—force any man 
to support anv—give one religious sect any prefer- 
ence to any other—proscribe any man for heresy— 
appoint any holy days for worship—compel any 
man to attend public worship o: cease from labor— 
give any legal reward for religious services—cr re- 
quire any religious test, to qualify for office ’ 
_ This proposed amendment may be viewed in the 
light of licentiousness by some; and as bordering on 
blasphemy by others; the substance of it, however. 
is adopted in all the states exce, t Massachusetts, and 
enjoyed in the city of Boston, in distinction of other 
towns in the Commonwealth. 

‘“‘ Almost two centuries past, Roger Williams was 
ejected from Salem, and banished from Massachu- 
setts, for contending for the same doctrine,—that 
rulers, in their official capacity, had nothing to do 
with religion. The contrary opinion prevailed in the 
colony—that legislatures had a divine right to pre- 
scribe religion for the people, and that magistrates 
had the same right to judge of doctrines and their ten- 
dencies. This claim occasioned the Baptisis to be 
whipp’d,the Quakers to be hanged, and the witches to 
be gibbeted ! Admit cf the principle, that religious o- 
pinions are objects of civil government, or any ways 
under its control, and the broad stair is laid in the 
case that leads to the inquisition. 

I close by observing, that here is an arm seventy 
years old, which (as long as if can raise to heaven in 
prayer, or wield a pen on earth) shall never be inac- 
tive when the religious rights of men are in jeopar- 
dy. Was therea vi.al fibre in my heart, that did not 
plead for rational religious liberty. I would chase the 
felon from bis den and roast him ip the flames.” 

[America has, for about half a century, stood alike 
the object of European admiration and envy, not on- 
ly on account of her political, but still more on ac- 
count of her religious liberties. The injured, honest, 
manly and enlightened sons of liberty, who have on 

that account been oppressed and persecuted, by the 
cowardly brood of despotism, have fled from the mad- 
dened zeal of blinded bigots, and found in the United 


States of America, that peaceful retreat, which con- | week. 
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svled their hearts, wounded by seraratiun from all the 
endeared affinities of country and friends. But 
should the ill-fa‘ed day arrive, on which an illegal oli- 
garchy of religion and politics, should darken the 
fair heavens of America, *‘ farewell, a long farewell, 
to all her greatness !” Rather than appropriate lands 
for the support of the clergy, which ever have be- 
come lazy, ignorant, and intolerant, in proportion to 
their wealth and political influence, we would streu- 
uously recommend to Congress and every lover of 
religious and political liberty in these Uniied States, 
to raise, by every possible means, even vast sums of 
money and an ex‘ensive fleet, to ship off in thousands 
the admirers of the Ferdinands and the Inquisition.) 
— Uni. 

‘he London Literary Gazette informs us that the 
Pope has, after the following fashion, undertaken the 


Conversion of the Jews.—The monarch of the tri- 
pie crown has Jately issued an Edict, of which the 
following is an extract:—In order the better to 
spread the light of the gospel amongst the Israelites, 
the measures taken during the time of Pope Clement 
VIIL. to compel Jews to attent Catholic sermons, and 
which only was interrupted by the recept political e- 
vents to which Italy has been a prey, are re-estab- 
lished from the date of first March last..—The Edict 
afterwards orders “three hundred Jews to attend 
sermon every Saturday evening ; and that accor Jing 
to their turn, there shall be amongst them 100 indi- 
viduals aged from 12 to 13 years, and 50 girls and 
women of the same age. Each time thata Jew mis- 
ses sermon when it is his turn to attend, he shall pay 
ja fine of five paoli; no excuse will be admitted; if 
| the oldest Jews do not denounce the defaulters, they 
shall be fined thirty scudi. The Christians who in- 
sult the Jews when they are at church shall be birch- 
ed, or incur other pains, according as the citcum-. 
stances are more or less grave.” 











REMARKS. 

The above is a fair specimen of that spirit which 
prevails throughout christendom. The Pope, to be 
sure, is a little more open and fair than our Ameri 
can divines, and unless he is obeyed implicitly, lays 
his hand on the purse-strings of heretics, while our 
purse proud, and spiritually proud, and self styled or- 
thodox popes, lay claim to the cash of the goats first. 
and secondly destroy their characters by calling them 
‘infidel, &¢ On the whole, we heretics have, in 
one sense, some reason to covet the condition of the 
Jews, for they sustain the loss of their money only. 
| while ten to one we lose our cash and incur the ven- 
' geance of orthodoxy in the bargain. But we have 
We may 


| one blessing for which we thank God. 
| think as we please, the anathemas of bigots to the 
| contrary notwithstanding ! 








| Antisthenes wondered at mankind, that in buyiog 

an earthen dish, they, were careful to sound it Jest it 
| had a crack; yet so careless in choosing friends as 
, to take them flawed with vice. 





| OBITUARY. 

Died, at Niagara Falls, on Monday last, Mr. Li- 
‘nus Everett, aged 58 years, after an illness of a few 
‘days. The record of his worth is enstamped on the 
‘ hearts of tho.e who knew him best: a tear of regret 
for his loss, will obliterate the recollection of his foi- 
bles, and a remembrance of his many virtues will be 
‘perpetuated in the hearts of his friends, so long as 
_ modest sincerity is more highly valued than the pride 
-and pomp of this vain world. 





| ‘‘ ALras” is received, and will be noticed next 





